YOUR RIGHTS AS A VICTIM OF CRIME

You can tell people at the police station, hospital or a
government department what happened to you.

They will listen to you and try to help you in a way that
is understanding of your culture.

You may be asked to be a witness in the courtroom. You will
be asked to tell the court what happened to you. This is called
giving evidence.

You may see the person who hurt you in the courtroom but you
do not have to talk to them.

If the person who hurt you is charged, you can tell the prosecutor
if you think they may hurt you again. This will help the judge
(boss of the court) decide if the person should be allowed to go
home (this is called bail) or be put in gaol until the next court date.
If the person is allowed to go home, they can be stopped from
coming near you. You will be told what the judge decides.

If you need more help, these people will tell you where
you can get it.

There are lots of people you can talk to about what
happened to you. Talking can help you feel better.

The person who hurt you will not be told where you live or given
your telephone number.

You can tell the court:

* how you felt when you were hurt
* how your life is different now.

You can have this written down so it can be given to the judge.
This is called a Victim Impact Statement.

There are rules about making a statement. You can get help to
do this from a support person or Victims Access Line.

The police will try to find out more about what happened
to you and who was involved.
investigation. You can call them and they will tell you any
information they have.

If the police find the person who hurt you
and they have enough information to take

them to court.
You can ask:

* what happens in the courtroom

* which court they will go to and the day you need to go

¢ what the person who hurt you is in trouble for (this is called being charged).

This is called an

You will be told when you need to go to court. You may have
to go more than once.

You can ask to be told when the person who hurt you is; leaving
gaol, if they are allowed to leave gaol early (this is called parole),
if they escape or if they are moved to another place.

If the person who hurt you is not charged you will be told why they were not charged.

Sometimes the police cannot find the person who hurt you and there is no court
hearing. You can still get help and support from counsellors and people with special
skills to help you with what happened to you.

If anything of yours was needed in court, you will get it back.

If you were hurt very badly you may be able to get some money
to help you. You can call Victims Services to help you with this.
If you want a lawyer can also help you and it will be paid for by
Victims Services.
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