SETTLEMENTS IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

Information for Practitioners
UCPR 36.1A(1) provides that a court may give judgment, or order that judgment be entered, in terms of an agreement between parties. Unless there is a particular reason that a verdict is required that is clearly stated in the agreement, parties are requested not to seek a ‘verdict’ but rather a ‘judgment’ when preparing terms of agreement (eg a consent judgment) under rule 36.1A

Judgment may be delayed if an order for a 'verdict' is sought because the registry must refer such matters to the judicial registrar or a judge to consider, as assistant registrars do not have authority to order a verdict.  
Practitioners are also reminded that barristers do not have the authority to sign documents on behalf of a party (see UCPR 4.4).  If counsel sign terms of agreement the terms may not be accepted by the court. 
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