NOTICE TO PARTIES

CIVIL CASE MANAGEMENT IN THE GENERAL LIST 

Parties before the Sydney District Court often do not comply with the provisions of Practice Note DC (Civil) No. 1 in relation to both the preparation for hearing and the use of expert reports.  Non-compliance causes delay and results in the cost of additional appearances before the court.

The purpose of this notice to parties is to draw particular attention to the following parts of Practice Note DC (Civil) No. 1 that will be strictly applied at future pre-trial hearings and status conferences:

‘1.2        Parties should expect to be allocated a trial date within 12 months of the commencement of proceedings and plan to meet this time standard.’

‘2.1        Parties must not commence proceedings until they are ready to     comply with the requirements of the Uniform Civil Procedure Rules (UCPR) and the Court’s practice notes for preparation and trial.  This means that, except in special circumstances, the plaintiff’s preparation for trial must be well advanced before filing the statement of claim.’

 ‘5.7      The Court will give directions for the service of expert reports under rule 31.19 UCPR at the pre-trial conference.  The parties must be able to tell the Court the precise nature of any expert evidence to be relied on and the names of all experts so that appropriate directions can be made.  All reports must be served at least 28 days before the status conference.’‘

‘8.2    Cases in the General List will be required to take a hearing date at  

          the status conference even though there are still some matters to      

          be completed before the hearing.  Appropriate orders will be

           made’.

Craig Smith

Judicial Registrar

NSW District Court

8 December 2011

