
  The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2004
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1. Incidents 
reported to 
policei

2. Clear up 
status 180 
days after 
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4. Cases 
finalised in 
courtii

5. Cases proven

6. Penalty

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

STAGE

2710 (72.2%) of 
these incidents 
involving victims 
aged 0-15 were 
NOT cleared up

within 180 days of 
reporting

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
488 (46.8%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting

304 (55.6%) 
persons charged 
with a child sex 

offence were not 
found guilty.  576 
(54.6%) charges 
were not proven. 

105 (43.2%) 
persons found guilty 

of a sex offence
involving children 
received a non-

custodial penalty.
The most common 

non-custodial
penalty was a 

suspended sentence
(49 persons).

3752 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim 
aged 0-15 were reported to 

NSW Police in 2004

1042 (27.8%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting

4132 sex offence incidents 
involving victims aged 16 

years or older were reported 
to NSW Police in 2004

INCIDENTS WITH 
ADULT VICTIMS

1308 (31.7%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting

In 2004, 547 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least 
one child sex offence.

1057 individual charges 
for sexual offences were 

finalised

Criminal proceedings 
were  commenced in 554 
(53.2%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

Criminal proceedings 
were commenced in 768 
(58.7%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

In 2004, 593 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least one 
sex offence not involving 
children. 826 individual 

charges for sexual 
offences were finalised.

Of the 547 persons 
charged, 243 (44.4%) 
were found guilty of 

at least one child sex 
offence.  Of the 1057 

individual finalised charges
for child sex offences, 481 

(45.5%) were  proven.     

Of the 593 persons 
charged, 247 (41.7%) 
were found guilty of at 

least one sex offence not 
involving children.  Of the 

826 individual finalised 
charges for sex offences

not involving children, 328 
(39.7%) were proven.   

Of the 243 persons found 
guilty of at least one child 
sex offence, 138 (56.8%) 
received a sentence of 
full-time imprisonment 

and 1 received periodic 
detention.

Of the 247 persons found 
guilty of a sex offence
not involving children, 
113 (45.7%) received 
a sentence of full-time 
imprisonment and 4 

received periodic detention.

346 (58.3%) persons 
charged with a sex 

offence not involving 
children were not found

guilty. 498 (60.3%) 
finalised charges 

for sex offences not 
involving children were 

not proven

130 (52.6%) persons 
found guilty of a sex 
offence not involving 
children received a 

non-custodial penalty.
The most common non-
custodial penalty was a 

bond (63 persons).    

2824 (68.3%) of 
these incidents 

involving victims aged 
16 or older were NOT
cleared up within 180 

days of reporting 

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
540 (41.3%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency.  Other sex offences including obscene exposure and peep-or-pry are not 
included. Incidents involving multiple victims are classified by the age of the youngest victim. The stream showing adult victims includes 126 incidents where the age of the 
victim was not recorded.
ii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2004 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2004.
iii. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this Figure.  In 2004, the total number of people appearing 
for a sex offence in the NSW Local and Higher Courts was 1065. Of the 1065 persons, 469 (44.0%) were found guilty of at least one sex offence.  Of the 469 persons found 
guilty, 231 (49.3%) received a penalty of imprisonment.
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1. Incidents 
reported to 
policei

2. Clear up 
status 180 
days after 
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4. Cases 
finalised in 
courtii

5. Cases proven

6. Penalty

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

STAGE

2684 (74.0%) of 
these incidents 
involving victims 
aged 0-15 were 
NOT cleared up

within 180 days of 
reporting.

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
393 (41.6%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting.

258 (48.7%) 
persons charged 
with a child sex 

offence were not 
convicted.  521 
(50.3%) charges 
were not proven. 

117 (43.0%) 
   persons convicted 

  of a sex offence
  involving children 
  received a non-

   custodial penalty.
  The most common 
non-custodial penalty 
   was a suspended 

sentence with supervision
(41 persons).

3628 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim 
aged 0-15 were reported to 

NSW Police in 2005.

944 (26.0%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting.

3936 sex offence incidents 
involving victims aged 16 

years or older were reported 
to NSW Police in 2005.

INCIDENTS WITH 
ADULT VICTIMS

1247 (31.7%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting.

In 2005, 530 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least 
one child sex offence.

1036 individual charges 
for sexual offences were 

finalised.

Criminal proceedings 
were  commenced in 551 
(58.4%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

Criminal proceedings 
were commenced in 757 
(60.7%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

In 2005, 610 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least one 
sex offence not involving 
children. 874 individual 

charges for sexual 
offences were finalised.

Of the 530 persons 
charged, 272 (51.3%) 
were convicted of 

at least one child sex 
offence.  Of the 1036 

individual finalised charges
for child sex offences, 515 

(49.7%) were  proven.     

Of the 610 persons 
charged, 316 (51.8%) 
were convicted of at 

least one sex offence not 
involving children.  Of the 

874 individual finalised 
charges for sex offences

not involving children, 385 
(44.1%) were proven.   

Of the 272 persons con- 
victed of at least one child
sex offence, 153 (56.3%) 
received a sentence of 
full-time imprisonment 

and 2 received periodic 
detention.

Of the 316 persons con-
victed of a sex offence
not involving children, 
142 (44.9%) received 
a sentence of full-time 
imprisonment and 3 

received periodic detention.

294 (48.2%) persons 
charged with a sex 

offence not involving 
children were not

convicted. 489 (55.9%) 
finalised charges 

for sex offences not 
involving children were 

not proven.

171 (54.1%) persons 
convicted of a sex 
offence not involving 
children received a 

non-custodial penalty.
The most common non-
custodial penalty was a 

bond without supervision
(35 persons).

2689 (68.3%) of 
these incidents 

involving victims aged 
16 or older were NOT
cleared up within 180 

days of reporting. 

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
490 (39.3%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting.

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency.  Other sex offences including obscene exposure and peep-or-pry are not 
included. Incidents involving multiple victims are classifed by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2005 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2005. 
iii. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this figure.
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1. Incidents 
reported to 
policei

2. Clear up 
status 180 
days after 
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4. Cases 
finalised in 
courtii

5. Cases proven

6. Penalty

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

STAGE

2841 (73.8%) of 
these incidents 
involving victims 
aged 0-15 were 
NOT cleared up

within 180 days of 
reporting.

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
419 (41.6%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting.

224 (42.4%) 
persons charged 
with a child sex 

offence were not 
convicted.  517 
(46.7%) charges 
were not proven. 

132 (43.4%) 
  persons convicted 

 of a sex offence
 involving children 
  received a non-

  custodial penalty.
  The most common 
non-custodial penalty 
   was a suspended 

sentence with supervision
(46 persons).

3849 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim 
aged 0-15 were reported to 

NSW Police in 2006.

1008 (26.2%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting.

3556 sex offence incidents 
involving victims aged 16 

years or older were reported 
to NSW Police in 2006.

INCIDENTS WITH 
ADULT VICTIMS

1170 (32.9%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting.

In 2006, 528 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least 
one child sex offence.

1107 individual charges 
for sexual offences were 

finalised.

Criminal proceedings 
were  commenced in 589 
(58.4%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

Criminal proceedings 
were commenced in 684 
(58.5%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

In 2006, 605 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least one 
sex offence not involving 
children. 853 individual 

charges for sexual 
offences were finalised.

Of the 528 persons 
charged, 304 (57.6%) 
were convicted of 

at least one child sex 
offence.  Of the 1107 

individual finalised charges
for child sex offences, 590 

(53.3%) were  proven.     

Of the 605 persons 
charged, 352 (58.2%) 
were convicted of at 

least one sex offence not 
involving children.  Of the 

853 individual finalised 
charges for sex offences

not involving children, 405 
(47.5%) were proven.   

Of the 304 persons con- 
victed of at least one child
sex offence, 170 (55.9%) 
received a sentence of 
full-time imprisonment 

and 2 received periodic 
detention.

Of the 352 persons con-
victed of a sex offence
not involving children, 
138 (39.2%) received 
a sentence of full-time 
imprisonment and 5 

received periodic detention.

253 (41.8%) persons 
charged with a sex 

offence not involving 
children were not

convicted. 448 (52.5%) 
finalised charges 

for sex offences not 
involving children were 

not proven.

209 (59.4%) persons 
convicted of a sex 
offence not involving 
children received a 

non-custodial penalty.
The most common non-
custodial penalty was a 

bond without supervision
(45 persons).

2386 (67.1%) of 
these incidents 

involving victims aged 
16 or older were NOT
cleared up within 180 

days of reporting. 

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
486 (41.5%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting.

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency.  Other sex offences including obscene exposure and peep-or-pry are not 
included. Incidents involving multiple victims are classifed by the age of the youngest victim. 
ii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2006 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2006.
iii. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this figure.
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  The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2007
C

o
u

rt
 p

h
a

s
e

: 
C

o
u

rt
 r

e
fe

rr
a

l t
o

 c
o

u
rt

 o
u

tc
o

m
e

iii

1. Incidents 
reported to 
policei

2. Clear up 
status 180 
days after 
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4. Cases 
finalised in 
courtii

5. Cases proven

6. Penalty

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

STAGE

2884 (71.8%) of 
these incidents 
involving victims 
aged 0-15 were 
NOT cleared up

within 180 days of 
reporting.

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
391 (34.6%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting.

233 (45.7%) 
persons charged 
with a child sex 

offence were not 
convicted.  582 
(49.7%) charges 
were not proven. 

126 (45.5%) 
    persons convicted 

  of a sex offence
   involving children 
  received a non-

   custodial penalty.
  The most common 
 non-custodial penalty 
    was a suspended

sentence with supervision
(37 persons).

4015 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim 
aged 0-15 were reported to 

NSW Police in 2007.

1131 (28.2%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting.

3449 sex offence incidents 
involving victims aged 16 

years or older were reported 
to NSW Police in 2007.

INCIDENTS WITH 
ADULT VICTIMS

1114 (32.3%) of these 
incidents were cleared 
up within 180 days of 

reporting.

In 2007, 510 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least 
one child sex offence.

1170 individual charges 
for sexual offences were 

finalised.

Criminal proceedings 
were  commenced in 740 
(65.4%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

Criminal proceedings 
were commenced in 643 
(57.7%) of the incidents 
cleared within 180 days 

of reporting.

In 2007, 629 persons 
appeared in the NSW 

Local and Higher Courts 
charged with at least one 
sex offence not involving 
children. 877 individual 

charges for sexual 
offences were finalised.

Of the 510 persons 
charged, 277 (54.3%) 
were convicted of 

at least one child sex 
offence.  Of the 1170 

individual finalised charges
for child sex offences, 588 

(50.3%) were  proven.     

Of the 629 persons 
charged, 349 (55.5%) 
were convicted of at 

least one sex offence not 
involving children.  Of the 

877 individual finalised 
charges for sex offences

not involving children, 416 
(47.4%) were proven.   

Of the 277 persons con- 
victed of at least one child
sex offence, 150 (54.2%) 
received a sentence of 
full-time imprisonment 

and 1 received periodic 
detention.

Of the 349 persons con-
victed of a sex offence
not involving children, 
136 (39.0%) received 
a sentence of full-time 
imprisonment and 8 

received periodic detention.

280 (44.5%) persons 
charged with a sex 

offence not involving 
children were not

convicted. 461 (52.6%) 
finalised charges 

for sex offences not 
involving children were 

not proven.

205 (58.7%) persons 
convicted of a sex 
offence not involving 
children received a 

non-custodial penalty.
The most common non-
custodial penalty was a 

bond without supervision
(41 persons).

2335 (67.7%) of 
these incidents 

involving victims aged 
16 or older were NOT
cleared up within 180 

days of reporting. 

No criminal 
proceedings were 

commenced in 
471 (42.3%) of the 
incidents cleared 
within 180 days of 

reporting.

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency.  Other sex offences including obscene exposure and peep-or-pry are not 
included. Incidents involving multiple victims are classifed by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2007 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2007.
iii. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this figure.
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